Thank you for taking the time to complete the survey! I’ve summarized the results below.   If you did not get a chance to do respond, I still value your feedback and will use your comments to help plan for next year.   

I am confident the students will have a great experience in 3rd grade – we’ve worked together to prepare them well! Our class website will remain active this summer – weblinks to games would be great extra practice (especially in math!)  Please don’t hesitate to contact me with questions or concerns:
Mrs. Stacey Higgins

shiggins@bgcs.k12.oh.us        419-353-2622 home

Our website:  http://mrshigginsclassroom.weebly.com
2014-15  PARENT SURVEY:           Number of Surveys Returned: 12 of 18
Answer Options:   1 – Needs Improvement    2- Satisfactory      3 – Good      4 – Excellent
1. How do you feel about the amount of homework?

1   0 responses  
 2  0 responses   
  3   8 responses 
   4   4 responses
2. How do you feel about:      

Weekly Homework Chart

1:  0 
          2: 0      3: 4       4: 8     
Spelling Homework 

1:  0      2: 1      3: 7       4: 4
Math Homework


1:  0      2: 1       3: 6       4: 5
Schoolwide Reading Incentive Chart
1:  0
     2: 2       3: 3      4: 7 
Other (Projects/Activities)        1:  0      2: 0       3: 4       4: 5  (1 no response)
Comments/Suggestions:  
· Projects are great!
· More writing homework needed
· Spelling homework better later in the year 
· We loved the projects to do at home, so much fun!! Creative time!
· I would prefer more math
· Spelling sometimes seems more rote than anything.  When kids have to find rhyming words, there’s sometimes nothing age appropriate 
TEACHER COMMENTS:  Spelling homework and activities did vary, especially during 2nd semester when we started leveled groups based upon assessment data.  Our math program does not have a specific homework component, so teachers worked this year to determine different options for homework activities. This is something I will continue to explore this summer in planning for next year. 
3. Do you feel as though you were given appropriate notice about what was happening in. . . .

The School



1: 0    2: 1     3: 2    4: 9 

Our Classroom


1: 0    2: 1     3: 2    4: 9
4. Do you feel the weekly newsletter was effective?
1: 0   2: 0   3: 2   4: 9 (1 no response)
Comments/Suggestions

· Keeps us all on the same page!!  Thanks
· I love the weekly newsletter

· For busy parents, this is helpful

· Email or mail chimp version instead of paper

· I wish the newsletter would be sent home the Friday before to help with planning for the following week.  I would like to see the spelling words for the next week on it.

TEACHER COMMENTS: Last year I attempted to send newsletters by email, and found too many parents were missing important information.  I do not use Friday folders, as I try to protect weekends for family time (no homework), and again found too many parents did not get the info until Mondays when checking folders for homework. The individualized spelling lists used in some of our 2nd grades requires some weekend time for teachers to grade and assign.  There’s not enough planning time during the day to ensure everyone would have their lists on Fridays.
5.  Did you find our classroom website useful?           Yes 5   No  3    NA 4
6.  Did you check the classroom website regularly?      Yes 3   No  6     NA 3
Comments/Suggestions regarding class website:

· I think I only used this a couple times
· Sorry!          Never Checked it

· Once this was mentioned I didn’t hear much else about it.  Reminders (like on newsletter) would be great.

TEACHER COMMENTS: The class website (www.mrshigginsclassroom.weebly.com) is listed on EVERY weekly homework chart.  The students use the weblinks tab several times throughout the week for in-class activities.  As I became a more dedicated twitter user (@SHigginsBGCS), I relied more on that tool for posting photos of class activities.  Because the site was not being used for parent info, I stopped updating weekly information, and focused on weblinks. 
7.Do you feel as though you know how your child is performing in school?          Yes  12  No  0
What additional information would you have liked to have received?

· I believe parent communication is very strong.
· I don’t know how to interpret standardized test results and have to go online to figure these out.  Some kind of key or guidance would be useful.

TEACHER COMMENTS:  The reading of AIMSweb graphs was discussed at each parent-teacher conference this fall.  I hope that anyone with specific comments felt I was available to additional discussions throughout the year.

8. Do you feel your child was sufficiently challenged this year?                          Yes 11    No 2
9. In general, how would you rank the difficulty of our curriculum/activities (circle one):

Too Easy - 1             Just Right - 11             Too Difficult – 0 

Comments/Suggestions on curriculum/activities:
· Could use extra time and explanation on math terms, graphs, and bar models
· In the beginning, it took much longer for (my student), but after some time, he/she stayed on task much better
· Add more science
8.  Do you feel behavior issues were handled appropriately . . .

In the classroom



1- 0    2- 0    3- 3    4- 7     (1 no response)
In the cafeteria/playground  
 
1- 0    2- 1    3- 6    4- 5
On the bus (if applicable)                     1- 1    2- 0    3- 3    4- 2    (5 no response)
Comments regarding behavior issues

· He/She is doing much better this half of school
· Cafeteria behaviors not always handled well
· Not aware of any problems                                I wouldn’t know how the above issues were handled
· Thanks for working with (my child) on behavior.  It shows you care!
9.  What materials, resources, or information could I have provided to you throughout the year that might help you better assist your child at home? 

· Maybe more math practice sheets
· I like that I could set time limits for homework – this helped (my child) stay focused
· I would have liked to have spelling words the Friday before
· Engaging hands-on activities/games building on a focused skill taught in the classroom
10.  The best aspect of my child’s second grade year was . . .
· Caring, warm teacher!  Weekly newsletters!
· Watching him/her grow in all areas – academically and socially
· Having a wonderful teacher (
· To learn fun and exciting things.  We enjoyed working together on book projects
· All!  He/She had a great year!
· He/She really liked the monthly book reports/projects
· He/She is not shy and expresses well.  He/She used to have a hard time with this.
· He/She blossomed into a love of reading.

· The classroom instruction was wonderful!  The great teachers (Mrs. Higgins, Ms. Fink)
· Math class.  Special projects like the television commercial.
11.  The thing I change about my child’s second grade year is . . .

· Lunch time!! They need more time to eat, be kids, relax a bit – NOT RUSH!!!  Lunch time needs to be addressed school wise – many parents agree we need a new solution to the rushed lunch time – the process is teaching bad habits ( (eating too fast, wasting food)
· When my son is struggling, the district should be more supportive rather than completely obstructionist.

Additional Comments/Suggestions/Concerns:

· Crim may be doing all it can.  However, we had so much illness come home and wonder if there can be more hand sanitation   (TEACHER COMMENT:  We do use sanitzer as our “bathroom pass” and enourage hand washing)
· I am grateful for your help with (student’s) behavior – Reading more with him/her makes such a difference.  Special thanks to all the BGSU students as well.  (Student) had much help in STARS program with tutors also.
· I’m glad my child has cooperated better this year than last.  He/She is doing so well with listening better and doing homework at home.
