[image: image1.wmf]Attendance:  Many 2nd grade                                                 learning activities involve interaction with classmates and begin right at the morning bell.  Thus, it is very hard to recreate these activities at home.  Please view school as a priority and see to it that your child attends on-time, every day, except in cases of illness or emergency.  Please do NOT arrive at school prior to 8:30am.
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Birthdays: I love every opportunity to help your child feel special.  We welcome small ready to eat treats for your child’s birthday (or other special day). Please send napkins, and any needed utensils.  Drinks are optional.  Outside party invitations may be sent to school if all children are invited (or all boys/all girls for sleepover parties).
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Cursive: Students will explore writing in cursive this year.  Dismissal:  School ends at 3:25.  You must send a note or contact the office by 3:00 if your child is to go home a different way than his/her normal schedule.
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Emergencies:  Please make sure we have emergency numbers and information on file for your child.
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Fact Power:  Building fact power in addition and subtraction is an important part of our math program. 
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Grading: Students are graded on their performance on in-class assignments and tests.  Effort is taken into consideration. GRADE CARDS are sent home each midterm and quarter.   
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Homework: Your child will have homework Mondays through Thursdays.  Assignments are listed on the weekly homework chart in the back of your child’s red take-home folder.  We use homework to reinforce classroom learning, to share our activities with you, and to build responsibility.  Home-School Projects will be special activities used each month, and will be graded. The goal is for families to work together to explore our classroom learning goals. 
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Internet: Your child will use the Internet to conduct research and practice skills. We use our Smartboard and chromebooks.  Links will be shared on our website so families can practice at home or at the library as well. 

[image: image10.png]


Journals:  We incorporate writing/journaling into all areas of study – even math!
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Keeping Healthy: Getting a good night’s sleep is key to success as long term memories are made when we sleep!   Hand sanitizer bottles are used as our “hall passes” for restroom breaks to also encourage healthy habits.
Lunch:  Our class goes to recess at 10;30 THEN lunch.  ALL Crim students will receive free lunch (and breakfast, if desired) but snacks and extra items will need to be purchased. Due to our early lunch period, we will have a snack in the classroom in the afternoon.
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Management: Our classroom program emphasizes positive behaviors with every student starting the day on “green.”  Verbal warnings are given prior to additional consequences, which can include the loss of free time.  More importantly, students have the opportunity to “clip up” and be rewarded for good choices.  Our homework chart will be color coded daily to let parents know how the day has gone
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Newsletter:  Classroom newsletters will be posted on our website and sent to parents weekly on Fridays. Information and fliers from the school office will be sent home in red take-home folders as they are received.
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Outdoor/Indoor: As the weather cools this fall, please dress your child in layers. We’re fortunate to have an air conditioned building, but classroom temps fluctuate greatly.  Many students like having a sweater available.
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Pencils: We share a community pot of pencils, and glue sticks.  Please check with your child regarding supply levels of these items and crayons throughout the year.
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Questions: Please do not hesitate to contact me with questions or concerns.  Email is easiest during the school day: shiggins@bgcs.k12.oh.us.  Messages can be left by phoning the school office at 419-354-0400, or by texting me at 419-308-1470.
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Reading:  Reading growth is a major focus of our work in second grade.  We will be emphasizing the following areas: Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency, and Expanding Vocabulary through our Literacy CAFÉ, as we read to ourselves and each other, We use reading, work with words, and write daily.  
Super Student: Each day a different student serves as our “Super Student” teacher helper.  
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Special Classes: Our class will participate in “encore” special classes in physical ed., art, and music on a rotating schedule.  We will also visit the library and participate in special class sessions with our guidance counselor.
Shoes: due to the rotation schedule of our encore classes, it would be helpful for students to have a pair of gym shoes to keep AT SCHOOL.

Snacks: Due to our early recess and lunch, we will have an afternoon snack each day.  We will ask families to sign up to contribute each month.
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Tardies:  Students arriving late to school MUST check in at office before reporting to classroom.
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Using Math: Application of skills is a focus in math this year, from counting change to measuring objects to solving story problems.  Tools such as a bag of mixed coins, a ruler with inches & centimeters, and a 100 grid will be helpful to have handy at home for homework activities.
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Volunteers:  We love volunteers!  Moms, dads, grandparents, special friends….look for information on how you can help or call to offer your  services!  Some volunteers come into our classroom, others work on projects at home.
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Water: Your child may bring a water bottle to keep at his/her desk preferably with a “pop-up” top to prevent spills.  This will be sent home to be cleaned/recycled/refilled daily
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I am eXcited to work with you and your child this year!  Make sure he/she gets plenty of zzzzz’s each night as we have exciting days planned for this year. (
  Stacey Higgins
2nd Grade Teacher

Crim Elementary
(419) 354-0400
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ext. 4424
shiggins@bgcs.k12.oh.us
Text: 419-308-1470
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Visit our class on the web at: www.mrshigginsclassroom.weebly.com
Follow our class activities and events on twitter:  @SHigginsBGCS
    The
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